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Moreland Hills Elementary School Offers An Inspiring School Setting To Young Students 
 

Moreland Hills Elementary School in Pepper Pike, Ohio, is “an 
exciting building,” and “a magical learning environment” 
according to a recent awards jury of the National School Board 
Association (NSBA). The 1,000-student school, which 
accommodates grades PK-5 and recently earned an NSBA 
Citation, was heavily influenced by the most current educational 
research in early childhood education. The building was designed 
by Fanning/Howey Associates, Inc.  

 
 

The planning team for the new school explored the breakthrough 
work of many of education’s most visionary thinkers, including 
Lillian Katz, John Dewey, Howard Gardner, Jean Piaget, Phillip 
Schlechty, and Louis Malaguzzi. The process involved a number of 
domestic and international school visits, including a weeklong study 
program of Malaguzzi’s philosophy in Reggio Emilia, Italy.  
 
Located in a heavily wooded setting, the 125,000-square-foot 
elementary school opened in August 2001. The educational program 
and building design places a strong emphasis on developing 
connections to the surrounding environment, including the outdoors. 
Transparency, mirrors, and windows allow many ways for students 
to view the environment, make connections, and stretch their 
thinking. The design also focused on the use of natural daylight and 
other light sources that positively impact learning. The building 
reflects the environment’s powerful influences on how students 
understand and interpret the world and their own experiences.  

 
 

Interior design, extensive casework arrangements, and selected 
loose furnishings support instructional flexibility. The building 
design reflects the educators desire to place a high value on 
student work processes and accomplishments—the environment 
essentially becomes a backdrop and a neutral setting for 
displaying children’s work. Two- and three-dimensional display 
opportunities are found throughout the school setting and 
support the objective of displaying, mounting, and viewing a 
child’s individual efforts. 
 
The Community Education and Recreation Department is housed 

within the school to support extensive community recreational programs and before/after-school early 
childhood programs. 
 
A Bridge to Learning 
 

The school is part of a 188-acre campus site of open fields, 
mature woods, a “warm water habitat” stream, seasonal 
streams, and wetlands. A pedestrian bridge through the woods 
serves as a symbolic crossing between the school and the 
outside world, and reinforces the view that the connection 
between learning and the learning environment can be fun. The 
bridge preserves the natural habitat and stream and enables 
students to observe and connect with the natural environment.  

 
Sustainable design practices included minimal disturbance to the 

surrounding woodland to take advantage of natural shading and reduce lawn areas; and the 
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incorporation of drought-resistant landscape materials, native plantings, and wildlife natural food 
plantings. Yard waste is recycled on site. 
 
A bus loop, shared with the middle school to minimize paved area, 
loops around a storm water retention area and is secured by 
ornamental fencing. The area provides a hard surface for play and 
serves as after-hours parking. 
 
Flexible, Efficient Construction 
 
The steel frame structure allows for future interior modifications, 
with brick and masonry exterior. A building-wide sprinkler system 
increases safety and flexibility. The design features tinted exterior 
glass and operable windows with an east/west orientation and 
natural ventilation capabilities. A flexible Variable Air Volume air 
distribution system features individual room controls; central chilled 
water system; digital controls; and radiant heat at large 
fenestrations.  
 
Technology Systems 
     

The building has wireless 
network capabilities; 83 
miles of audio, video, and 
data cabling; a portable 
notebook computer lab; a 
classroom audio enhancement system with infrared wireless 
technology; extensive security-based technology. 
 
In reviewing the project, the NSBA jury praised the facility’s 
“soft colors and warm materials, fostering a non-institutional 
environment.” They also noted that the design “provides flexible 

instructional opportunities with an array of sizes and shapes for varied instruction and learning. The wide 
use of technology tools was noted throughout the building, such as, wireless networks for laptop 
computers, and audio enhancement for teacher and students.” 
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